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Countdown to Christmas 
Steiff plush toys come to the café 1886 at Bosch! 
Christmas tree and cute plush toy animals await 
 

 Japan’s first tie-up of German brands Steiff and café 1886 at Bosch 

 Tie-up period: Monday, November 16 to Friday, December 25 

 Get into the Christmas spirit with Steiff plush toys at the café 1886 at Bosch 

 New dessert menu at café 1886 at Bosch “Baumkuchen brûlée with vanilla ice 

cream” 

 

 

Tokyo – the countdown to Christmas has begun. What plans does everyone have 

in store for the holiday season? As a leading global supplier of technologies and 

services, café 1886 at Bosch has teamed up with Steiff, the German maker of 

premium plush toys, to bring a Christmas-themed tie-up to Japan for the time. 

café 1886 at Bosch opened in September, and in the lead up to Christmas, 

guests will be treated to a Christmas tree and a whole family of Steiff plush toys. 

The menu has also been updated with a new range of sandwiches, desserts and 

drinks, so get into the Christmas spirit at café 1886 at Bosch. 

 

First tie-up of leading German brands  

Both Steiff and Bosch are reliable brands from southern Germany which have 

been offering products with high quality in their long tradition.  In Europe and 

America, Steiff is a household name where people consider “Steiff for baby gifts”. 

The café 1886 at Bosch that opened in September represents the first tie-up in 

Japan. 

 

Claire Steiff of the Steiff family and Bosch Executive Vice President and 

Director Morikawa cutting the ribbon 

Claire Steiff, granddaughter of Richard Steiff who created the first teddy bear in 

1902, visited café 1886 at Bosch on November 16 and cut the ribbon with Bosch 

Executive Vice President and Director Morikawa to celebrate the opening of the 

Christmas display.  
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Arrival of new dessert and sandwich menu 

The café features a Christmas tree and a whole family of Steiff plush toys on 

show, transforming the entire interior into a Christmas mood.  For a limited time 

only, the exclusive “Baumkuchen brûlée with vanilla ice cream” dessert menu is 

sure to tantalize with its crispy outside and soft fluffy center. The sandwich menu 

also welcomes a new addition with the “Bolognia” – Bierwurst German ham and 

garden rocket in a Focaccia top and bottom, to replace the “Franconia” sandwich 

with German sausage.  

Come down to café 1886 at Bosch for a perfectly blended coffee surrounded by 

delicately handcrafted Steiff plush toys. 

This Christmas tie-up runs from Monday, November 16 to Friday, December 25. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Related link:  

http://www.bosch-cafe.jp/  café 1886 at Bosch official website (Japanese/English) 

 

 

Contact person for press inquiries:       

Yuka Matsumoto 

Naomi Funada     

Tel: 03-5485-3393    
 
 
Overview of Steiff  
Steiff was established in Germany in 1880 as the first company in the world to create the teddy 
bear, making it the leading brand for teddy bears with a long, rich history. These traditional 
works of art were lovingly handcrafted by German artisans and have appeared at key moments 
throughout history. Today, the cultural value and artistic qualities of Steiff teddy bears are highly 
revered the world over. Limited edition bears come stamped with an authentic serial number.  
 
“Steiff for teddy bears” Creating this internationally recognized brand was Margarete Steiff 
(1847 to 1909), who was born in the small town of Giengen in 1847. When she was just one, 
Margarete was struck with polio, causing the loss of movement in her right arm and both feet, 
and confining her to a wheelchair for the rest of her life. Determined to let Margarete live a 
normal independent life despite this illness, her parents sent her to school to master the art of 
sewing. In her 20s, Margarete founded “The Felt Mail Order Company” to sell women’s and 
children’s clothing, in what marked the early days of Steiff.  
 
In December 1880, Margarete came up with the idea of sending her nephews and nieces toys 
with an elephant design as Christmas presents. In total, she made eight of these toys, which 
were made with felt and stuffed with top quality wool. These toy elephants were an instant hit, 
with children using them as stuffed toys, and adult females using them as pincushions. And so 
Steiff was founded in 1880 manufacturing plush toys. In 1897, Margarete’s nephew Richard, 
who was helping out with her business, suggested making plush toys that resembled real 
bears. They created “55PB” that would later be called a teddy bear, featuring movable arms 
and legs, and the best quality material, in what was the finest plush toy animal available at the 
time.  
The 55PB piqued the interest of an American buyer at a trade fair, and after making the 
necessary arrangements, a mass-production system was setup. Around the same time, given 
the name “Teddy” after President Theodore Roosevelt, the teddy bears soared in popularity, 
but were also followed by counterfeits and poor quality imitations. To combat this, Steiff came 
up with the idea of adding a button to the left ear as an indication of authenticity. This was the 
start of the “button in ear,” one of the world’s oldest trademarks that is still in use today as a 
sign of the best quality possible. 
 
Additional information is available online at http://www.steiff.co.jp/  

http://www.bosch-cafe.jp/
http://www.steiff.co.jp/
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About Bosch in Japan 
Bosch in Japan is currently represented in the country by Bosch Corporation, Bosch Rexroth 
Corporation, Bosch Packaging Technology K.K. and other affiliates. Bosch Corporation is 
responsible for the development, manufacturing, sales and services of automotive original 
equipment, automotive aftermarket products and power tools. Bosch Engineering K.K provides 
engineering services, such as development and application for automotive systems. ETAS.K.K. 
develops and provides engineering of development support tools of electrical control units. 
Bosch Rexroth Corporation develops and manufactures hydraulics, FA module components 
and other systems which contribute to industrial technologies. Bosch Packaging Technology 
K.K. provides processing, packaging and inspection technology. Bosch Security Systems Ltd. 
provides security and communication products and solutions to help secure the safety of lives, 
buildings and properties, and is also a supplier of professional sound systems. In 2014, Bosch 
Japan achieved net sales of some 340 billion yen and employed approximately 7,200 
associates. 

Additional information can be accessed at www.bosch.co.jp, www.facebook.com/bosch.co.jp  

and https://twitter.com/BoschJapan. 
 
About Bosch worldwide 
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. It employs roughly 
360,000 associates worldwide (as per April 1, 2015). The company generated sales of  
49 billion euros in 2014.* Its operations are divided into four business sectors: Mobility 
Solutions, Industrial Technology, Consumer Goods, and Energy and Building Technology.  
The Bosch Group comprises Robert Bosch GmbH and its roughly 440 subsidiary and  
regional companies in some 60 countries. Including its sales and service partners, Bosch is 
represented in roughly 150 countries. This worldwide development, manufacturing, and sales 
network is the foundation for further growth. In 2014, Bosch applied for some 4,600 patents 
worldwide. The Bosch Group’s strategic objective is to create solutions for a connected life. 
Bosch improves quality of life worldwide with products and services that are innovative and 
spark enthusiasm. In short, Bosch creates technology that is “Invented for life.” 
 
The company was set up in Stuttgart in 1886 by Robert Bosch (1861-1942) as “Workshop for 
Precision Mechanics and Electrical Engineering.” The special ownership structure of Robert 
Bosch GmbH guarantees the entrepreneurial freedom of the Bosch Group, making it possible 
for the company to plan over the long term and to undertake significant up-front investments in 
the safeguarding of its future. Ninety-two percent of the share capital of Robert Bosch GmbH is 
held by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH, a charitable foundation. The majority of voting rights are 
held by Robert Bosch Industrietreuhand KG, an industrial trust. The entrepreneurial ownership 
functions are carried out by the trust. The remaining shares are held by the Bosch family and by 
Robert Bosch GmbH. 
 
Additional information is available online at www.bosch.com, www.bosch-press.com, 
http://twitter.com/BoschPresse 
 
*The sales figure disclosed for 2014 does not include the former joint ventures BSH Bosch und Siemens Hausgeräte 
GmbH (now BSH Hausgeräte GmbH) and ZF Lenksysteme GmbH (now Robert Bosch Automotive Steering GmbH), which 
have since been taken over completely.  

http://www.bosch.co.jp/
http://www.facebook.com/bosch.co.jp
https://twitter.com/BoschJapan
http://www.bosch.com/
http://www.bosch-press.com/
http://twitter.com/BoschPresse

